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Contact: 
Lynn Hobeck Bates, Communications Manager, Visit Sarasota County
941-955-0991 Ext. 103; lhobeck@visitsarasota.org.
Sarasota County, Florida in 2014
Beyond miles of sugar-white sand beaches, lies a haven of arts and culture, eclectic festivals and exquisite dining in Sarasota County. From the historical roots of the circus to sunsets fit for a king, and his queen, Sarasota County is a colorful paradise for families, couples and the visitor looking for a relaxing and entertaining getaway.
Festivals and Events of Significance in 2014:
[bookmark: _GoBack]April 18 & 19: It’s a finger-licking, hot-picking good time at the Suncoast BBQ Bash; suncoastbbqbash.com
April 30-May 3: Sarasota Ballet’s Sir Frederick Ashton Festival
May: Harvey Milk Festival, includes live music, film, performing and visual artists; harveymilkfestival.com
June 1-14: Savor Sarasota Restaurant Week, famed restaurants offer special prix fixe menus; savorsarasota.org
June 17-August 2: The Summer Circus Spectacular, www.ringling.org
June 28- July 6: Suncoast Super Boat Grand Prix Festival,  15 racing events and a Festival Parade of Boats, continuing into July; suncoastoffshore.org
October 15-18: Ringling International Arts Festival, one-hour shows  of dance, music, and theater performances; ringling.org
November: Sarasota Chalk Festival, celebrating all forms of street and performance art; chalkfestival.org 
November: Siesta Key Crystal Classic, a master sand sculpting competition, featuring demonstrations and a speed sculpting contest; crystalsand.org
The Circus Came To Town:
Famously renowned as the historical winter home for the Ringling Bros. Circus, visitors can check out The Ringling Circus Museum, and for live circus entertainment they can head to Circus Sarasota and Sailor Circus performances at select times throughout the year. 
The Summer Circus Spectacular, June 17-August 2, select times.
An hour of thrilling family fun and enjoy the hilarious comic antics of Chris Allison, award-winning hand-balancer Christian Stoinev and his canine cohort Scooby,  the quick -change magical transformation act of Olga & Vladimir Smirnov, the magnificent “Queen of the Air,” Dolly Jacobs, and more!

Culture Hound:
Known as Florida’s Cultural Coast®, Sarasota has Florida West Coast’s only professional ballet, an opera and an orchestra alongside more than ten theatres and the State’s Art Museum, The Ringling, set to open its new Asian Wing in 2015.  The Sarasota Ballet presents the Sir Frederick Ashton Festival, April 30-May 3, 2014 in honor of his life and ballets. Under the direction of Iain Webb, a former Royal Ballet dancer, the Sarasota Ballet is one of America’s foremost companies producing works of the great English choreographer. The Sarasota Opera’s Winter Festival will continue their quest to stage the complete works of Giuseppe Verdi and performances at the Asolo Repertory Theatre or the West Coast Black Theatre Troupe will dazzle.

Dine Away:
Belly-up for the best barbeque in Florida at the site of the Florida Barbeque Association’s Suncoast Barbeque Festival held in Venice in April. Save room for June when the annual Savor Sarasota Restaurant Week brings the masses out for special prix-fixe menus. Brimming with outdoor dining and fresh local seafood, Sarasota has one of the largest groups of locally-owned independent restaurants. The keys offer waterfront dining and laid-back nightlife at local venues such as Siesta Key Oyster Bar. New restaurant and bars also offer craft cocktails and live music in Sarasota County. 

Shopping and Strolling:
Enjoy a walk around St. Armands Circle and delight in more than 100 shops and restaurants set just steps from the sandy white shores of Lido Beach or stroll Dearborn Street in Englewood or Venice Main Street in Venice. In October 2014, the The Mall at University Town Center will open just steps from Nathan Benderson Park with Saks Fifth Avenue, Macy’s and Dillards as anchor stores. The mall will join Westfield Southgate Mall, Westfield Sarasota Square and Ellenton Prime Outlets to offer numerous choices for shoppers. 
Family Time:  
Two new children’s gardens opened to the squeal of children’s laughter.  Marie Selby Botanical Garden’s opened their Children’s Rainforest Garden in November 2013 and The Ringling Museum installed outdoor the David F. Bolger Playspace designed by a German-based architect on its 66-acre estate in January 2014. 
Destination Weddings:
Sarasota County’s small town charm and big city feel is an ideal destination for first, second, or even third, weddings and honeymoons. Upscale weddings at the Ca d’Zan Mansion, elegant country club affairs or casual barefoot weddings on the beach await.
A Rower’s Delight:
Nathan Benderson Park in Sarasota County, the only International Rowing Federation-approved course in North America, will host the World Rowing Championships in 2017 – the first United States destination to host the event since 1994.  

For more information, visit visitsarasota.org. 
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