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THE HENRY FORD

DEARBORN, MICHIGAN

Henry Ford believed in learning by doing. He believed in the power of real things to inspire, inform and engage people in ways no image or description could do on its own.

To prove his point, he set out to build a learning resource unlike anything the world has seen before or since. At the heart of his audacious, ambitious undertaking lived a vast collection of structures, artifacts, documents and narratives spanning 300 years of American history.

Not just any artifacts, mind you, but objects documenting the everyday lives and accomplishments large and small of ordinary Americans down through the decades and centuries.

In these objects- and in the stories surrounding them- Henry Ford believed you could trace the roots of a distinctly American knack for dreaming and seeking new and better ways of solving problems in the pursuit of a better life.

He believed you could literally mine the past. If you were so inclined, you could use what you gleaned from your efforts to help write the future-because, in bringing the past forward, you might just discover its roots extended all the way to you – your interests, your passions, your plans, your potential. 

The vision that laid the groundwork for The Henry Ford, the place where you discover your potential through America’s history, is now more than 80 years old- and vital as ever. Of course, this vision now addresses a world that’s vastly different, in ways, than the one that existed back in Henry Ford’s time. But it speaks just as powerfully- and maybe, in ways, even more urgently.

Yes urgently: We need to tap into that restless, curious, what-if, can-do, why-not strain of our cultural DNA to meet the challenges of our time-challenges presented by a world’s that’s vastly more populous, diversified, interconnected, constrained and fragile than virtually anyone could have imagined way back when.

Urgently, too, because as many in education and industry have noted, America’s innovation edge seems to be dulling-to the point where this nation might someday soon no longer be the leader and beacon it has been for so long and so many.

Yes, the brilliant ideas are as brilliant as ever, if not more so. In fact, many have gone on to take their place within our collections. But if the ideas are to keep coming, then people must continue to have the knowledge, interests and habits of mind to contemplate such ideas and chase them down.

We believe in the power of the stories and objects we share to arouse curiosity, provoke thought, and inspire action. We’ve seen it happen many thousands of times- that spark, that critical connection, that new sense of purpose, that vision that existed where none did before. And because we’ve seen it, we apply our talent, knowledge and enthusiasm to the utmost to help make it happen as often as possible.

Today, we are opening the door to our collections with more people in more ways than ever. We’re collaborating with educators across the nation. Partnering with policymakers. Convening communities of passionate enthusiasts. And bringing exciting new content to our on-site destination in Detroit as well as our online destination everywhere. 
Henry Ford Museum showcases the American ideas and innovations, technological and social, that have fired our imaginations and changed our lives. Here, visitors explore the first 40 years of flight, walk past awe-inspiring vehicles, including the presidential limousine in which John F. Kennedy was assassinated, and see an array of artifacts representing  powerful change, such as the bus on which Rosa Parks took a stand for civil rights, the camp bed George Washington used during his tour of Revolutionary War sites and the chair in which Abraham Lincoln was sitting the night he was shot. 
Greenfield Village visitors experience 300 years of American history through 83 authentic historic structures, four living-history farms and nationally renowned artists creating one-of-a-kind 19th- and 20th-century pieces in pottery, tin and glass. While it is filled with amazing authentic structures, such as the Wright brothers’ home and cycle shop from Dayton, Ohio, Henry Ford’s childhood home and Thomas Edison’s Menlo Park laboratory, Greenfield Village is also home to nationally renowned programming, including the signature Holiday Nights and the oldest antique car show in the country, the Old Car Festival held every September. 

The Ford Rouge Factory Tour, a joint partnership between The Henry Ford and Ford Motor Company, offers visitors the opportunity to tour the rich history of the Rouge, the birthplace of the Model A, the V-8, Mustang and Thunderbird while bearing witness to the future of manufacturing through the assembly of the new F-150.  

The Henry Ford IMAX® Theatre is the largest IMAX® theater in the state of Michigan, with a screen six stories high and eight stories wide. 

Benson Ford Research Center holds more than 26 million documents, including the world’s largest collection of automotive and truck product literature.

The Henry Ford is also home to Henry Ford Academy, a public charter high school founded in partnership with Ford Motor Company and Wayne County public schools, which educates 485 students a year on our campus.  

In 2010, The Henry Ford created and released to the public OnInnovation.com, an online, content-rich educational initiative that features the oral histories of some of the greatest innovators living today, including Steve Wozniak, Pierre Omidyar, Bill Gates, Elon Musk and Lyn St. James. This interactive and inspirational resource tool for educators, students and lifelong learners, stimulates creative and imaginative thinking and promotes the development of human potential. 

For more information about The Henry Ford, please visit our website, www.thehenryford.org or on social media @thehenryford
Recent Media Coverage

· Conde Nast Traveler names The Henry Ford one of the best museums in the country
· The Henry Ford voted a top ten museum for families by USA Today readers
