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[bookmark: _GoBack]Arts, Sculpture, Culture and Heritage You Love in Loveland, Colorado
One of nation’s top rated art communities provides unmatched cultural experience for visitors

LOVELAND, Colo. – March 2014 – Whether you are looking for a more traditional art experience, or a contemporary take on art and art galleries, an option awaits in Loveland. Hailed as the second Best Small Art Town in America by author John Villani, and home to the nations largest juried outdoor sculpture show Sculpture in the Park, Loveland has long embraced art as a major part of its community and has art and culture you love. In 1984, the Sculpture in the Park show began. In 1985, Loveland made a profound commitment to the arts by becoming the first Colorado city to pass an Art in Public Places Ordinance for the purchase and ongoing maintenance of art.
Today, more than 300 public works of art including 200 bronze sculptures valued at almost $9 million are on display around Loveland and visitors can find locally produced paintings, photographs and designs weaved throughout the city. Art is found in parks such as Benson Sculpture Garden and Chapungu Sculpture Park, at the many galleries around town, in the Loveland Museum Gallery, in front of businesses and grocery stores, in neighborhoods’ and even along major roadways. For those with an interest in the art economy, several Loveland broze foundaries offer guided tours for visitors to learn how beautiful bronze sculptures around the world are made – from conception to completion. 

Catch a contemporary art show at In the Meantime Gallery, which is housed in the 1892 Loveland Feed & Grain.  This gallery was featured in the September 2014 issue of Sunset Magazine for its “avant-garde art installations, concerts, and theater performances in a raw, postindustrial space.” 

Visual art, however, is not the only opportunity for visitors to the community. Performing arts, entertainment and museums also take center stage in Loveland. Whether you are looking to take in a piece of Loveland’s history, national touring performances and musical acts, local bands, children’s theater, classic and independent films, opera or choral groups, Loveland’s many organizations and venues provide multiple acts of opportunity. The Rialto Theater in Loveland’s downtown district provides an art deco backdrop for cultural experiences while The Budweiser Events Center is home to some of the area’s biggest and best quality entertainment for all ages.

Loveland’s heritage is preserved and celebrated throughout the city. Experience the day-to-day life of northern Colorado farmer’s through pictures, artifacts and historical information found at Timberlane Farms. Take a journey back in time at the Loveland Museum/Gallery through Loveland's history exhibits including Life on Main Street, Mariano Medina's Cabin, Great Western Sugar Factory, Colorado-Big Thompson Relief Map, Sweetheart City USA, the Proctor Alabaster Shop, the Loveland Fire Department and the Fireside Gallery. Kids will enjoy dressing up and sitting in the Foote carriage, exploring how sugar is made in the Great Wester Sugar Factory exhibit, sitting in Mariano Medina's saddle and stamping their own Valentine with a cachet from year's past. The Loveland Historical Society has produced a walking historical tour of downtoan Loveland where visitors can see how Loveland became the great community it is today. 

For more information, visit www.visitlovelandco.com. 
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