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For Immediate Release

ST. JOHNS COUNTY FLORIDA TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL AND CULTURAL COUNCIL JOIN U.S. CULTURAL & HERITAGE TOURISM MARKETING COUNCIL


The U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council (USCHT) announces that the St. Johns County, Florida Tourist Development Council and Cultural Council have joined the organization.

 In announcing this new partnership, Sheila Armstrong, Executive Director of the USCHT said, “We are so pleased to have the opportunity to partner with the St. Johns County Tourist Development Council and Cultural Council to help in cultivating a more extensive cultural and heritage tourism marketing program.  We are looking forward to working with the council in promoting this community’s cultural and heritage assets.  We plan to showcase these with unique, educational and entertaining packages and emphasize public relations opportunities.”

Glenn Hastings, Executive Director of the St. Johns County Tourist Development Council said, “Our research tells us that the cultural and heritage traveler is the most lucrative travel segment.  They travel more frequently, stay longer and spend more.  We want to attract more of these kinds of visitors to St. Augustine and are looking to the US Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council to support this initiative.”

(more)
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 “This partnership brings added value to our members. Our marketing strategy to attract visitors to our area is to expand on the cultural and heritage experiences of St. Augustine’s unique heritage and style.  This partnership will help us grow our current markets and reach new markets,  reinforcing our position as a destination filled with memorable experiences to discover.,” said Andrew Witt, newly appointed Executive Director of the St. Johns Cultural Council 

Located in northeastern Florida, St. Johns County Tourist Development Council markets St. Augustine and Ponte Vedra Beach as part of the Greater Jacksonville Metropolitan Area. .  Created in 1821 when Florida was ceded to the United States, the county is named for St. John the Baptist and is one of Florida’s two original counties. World renowned for the Fountain of Youth, the area boasts a flourishing cultural community of fine art, music and theatrical venues with a colorful history captured in its museums and tours.   It also is recognized as one of the highest-income counties in the United States.


The St. Johns County Florida Tourist Development Council is responsible for the recommendation of local tourist development taxes for the development, advancement and promotion of tourism in the county.  The St. Johns County Cultural Council is a clearinghouse of information about the arts.   Its services include: information and artist referrals, weekly events e-newsletter; Art in Public Spaces exhibits, www.stjohnsculture.com  with events calendar, artist profiles, arts opportunities; grant opportunities, advocacy for the arts on city, county, and state levels and meeting space for classes and events in the Cultural Arts Center at St. Augustine Beach.
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The U.S. Cultural and Heritage Tourism Marketing Council was formed as a direct outcome of the U.S. Cultural and Heritage Tourism Summit held in Washington, DC in October 2005.  The primary purpose of this travel trade association is to package, market and sell US. Cultural and Heritage Tourism experiences both nationally and internationally.

 The Marketing Council represents leading U.S. Tourism Destinations, attractions and travel partners engaged in marketing U.S. Cultural and Heritage to travelers from throughout the USA and around the world.  Founding partners in this organization include the US Department of Commerce/Office of Travel & Tourism Industries, Visit California, VISIT FLORIDA, The Museum Store Association, The Henry Ford, Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation, New Orleans Convention and Visitors Bureau and Shop America Alliance.  

For more information about the St. Johns County Tourist Development Council visit co-st-johns.fl.us/TDC/contact or call 904.829.1711.  For the St. Johns Cultural Council visit www.stjohnsculture.com  or call 904.808.7330.

For additional information about the U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council, visit uscht.com or call 843. 341.6392.   To view the USCHT cultural and heritage packages, visit TheCulturalTraveler.com
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Contact:  Sheila Armstrong, Executive Director

                U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council


     843.341.6392    USCHTMarketing@aol.com
